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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH

e Kallistratos the Martyr & his 49 Companions
e  Akylina the new martyr of Thessaloniki

KYPIAKH 27 XEIITEMBPIOY
o  Koalriotpatog Maptug kai ot 49 chv avtd
e Neopdptupog AkvAivng s B®eccarovikng

MEMORIAL SERVICES

e Maria Farmakides (1 year)
e Lance Karavangelos (10 years)

Today’s coffee hour is sponsored by the Farmakides family

Parish Council Members

Vice-President
Diane Cerniglia
Assistant Vice President
Toannis Xanthos
Treasurer

Nicholas Margarites
Assistant Treasurer
Alec Economakis
Secretary

Amanda K. Lockhart
Assistant Secretary
Effie Frankowski

IEPA MNHMOXYNA Margo Anderson
e  Mapio ®apuakidov (1 et.) Thomas Bajis
o  KiedqvOng Kapafayyérog (10 €t1.)
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e 9/13 — FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL

9/27 - AGIASMOS "BLESSING OF THE
WATERS" SERVICE FOR THE NEW SUNDAY
SCHOOL YEAR
CLICK ON THE ABOVE GR CODE TO REGISTERI
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Hope Starts Here e

OCTOBER 4™ OCTOBER 11™ OCTOBER 18™

AFTER DIVINE LITURGY 0 : o S0 -
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: N Clegl®  Cost per ticket: $75 and $35 for YAL @’
Each 20 minute presentation will be followed by a short 60\‘5 Enjoy hors d’oeuvres, wine, beer & Live Music &)

PhilOPtOCh'OS General Membership Meeting. Charity Receiving Proceeds is Fellowship of Orthodox
A light lunch will be served. Christians United to Serve (FOCUS) DMV Initiative

J 0 I N U S! % Sponsored by the Ladies Philoptochos

of Saint Sophia Cathedral,
Washington, D.C.
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GREEK LANaUAGE PROGRAM

Learn the Language. Celebrate the Culture. Build Lifelong Connections

LOWER SCHOOL PROGRAM

(@\ For Students Ages 3-16

Help your child discover the beauty of the Greek language
while building a lifelong connection to Greek culture,
history, and traditions.

Learn to speak, read, and write Greek

Build vocabulary and grammar through
engaging lessons

Explore Greek history, traditions,
and cultural celebrations

Participate in school events, cultural
activities, and folk dances

Develop confidence through interactive learning
in a supportive classroom environment
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
+ Age-appropriate instruction « Interactive and engaging
« Experienced and dedicated lessons
teachers + Opportunities to prepare for
+ Small class sizes Greek language proficiency

exams (Ellinomatheia)

——————  LOWER SCHOOL
FORMORE D
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e 202-333-4730
© sammesainsophiadcgreekschoot.com
@ rosssintsopisdcgresischooteomy

%) ADULT GREEK LANGUAGE PROGRAM

0
For Beginners, Heritage Learners

& Continuing Students

Whether you're learing Greek for family, travel, work,
or personal enrichment, our adult classes provide
2 welcoming and encouraging learning environment.
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Communicate confidently in everyday situations
Read and write modern Greek

Strengthen grammar and vocabulary

Gain a deeper appreciation of Greek culture,
customs, and traditions

Build practical language skills you can use
at home and while traveling

One-on-one classes available

COURSE LEVELS
BEGINNER <« INTERMEDIATE « ADVANCED

If you're unsure which level fits you best,
we offer placement exams.

ADULT PROGRAM

CLASSES BEGIN:
SEPTEMBER 12

CLASSES MEET ONLINE ONLY -
SYNCHRONOUS

MOST GROUP CLASSES
MEET ON SATURDAYS

SCAN HERE
FOR MORE INFO
& REGISTRATION

demeask@gmail.com

httpsJ/saintsophiadcgreekschool.com/

grirrRrerRRERERERERERERERRER R ER IR

Kol KATEVELGOV TOTG LETOYOLS TOIG €V TM
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EPISTLE READING

Make your vows to the Lord our God and
perform them.

Verse: God is known in Judah, his name
is great in Israel.

IIpoc KoprwvBiovg B' 6:16-18, 7:1
Brethren, you are the temple of the living
God; as God said, "I will live in them and
move among them, and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people. Therefore
come out from them, and be separate from
them, says the Lord, and touch nothing un-
clean; then I will welcome you, and I will
be a father to you, and you shall be my sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

Since we have these promises, beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from every defilement
of body and spirit, and make holiness per-
fect in the fear of God.

GOSPEL READING

The Gospel According to Luke 5:1-11

At that time, as Jesus was standing by the lake
of Gennesaret, he saw two boats by the lake;
but the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. Getting into one of
the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to
put out a little from the land. And he sat down
and taught the people from the boat. And
when he had ceased speaking, he said to Si-
mon, "Put out into the deep and let down your
nets for a catch." And Simon answered,
"Master, we toiled all night and took nothing!
But at your word I will let down the nets."
And when they had done this, they enclosed a
great shoal of fish; and as their nets were
breaking, they beckoned to their partners in
the other boat to come and help them. And
they came and filled both the boats, so that
they began to sink. But when Simon Peter
saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying,
"Depart from me, for [ am a sinful man, O
Lord." For he was astonished, and all who
were with him, at the catch of fish which they
had taken; and so also were James and John,
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Si-
mon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be

afraid; henceforth you will be catching men."
And when they had brought their boats to
land, they left everything and followed him.




Fr. Gregory’s Sermon Message

""Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at Your word I will let down the nets."
-(Luke 5:5)

When Peter spoke these words to Christ, he and his fellow fishermen had been out all night, working to

earn their daily bread (in this case, fish), and had nothing to show for it.

How many of us can identify with Peter? We struggle. We carry the burdens of our daily responsibilities
and pour all our effort into earning a living, yet at times we feel there is no yield. We come home feeling
unfulfilled, empty, and disappointed that despite our efforts we still fall short of our goals. We may grow
upset with ourselves and with the world, but we must ask: what are we doing about our situation? Do we
keep going our own way, believing we have the expertise and know-how to solve all our problems? Or do

we have the humility and the tender heart to surrender our human logic and reason to the power of God?

Had Peter stood only on human logic, he would have rejected Christ's command to ‘let down the nets for
a catch.” We can imagine what Peter’s train of thought could have been—I’ve been fishing these waters my
entire life, [ know the winds, the movements of the fish, and the proper time for a catch. I did everything
the ‘right way’ and there was no catch. There are NO fish in the water today. Christ's instruction defied

all human reason, yet the Lord did not want Peter to be limited by his earthly knowledge. He wanted

him to experience something beyond what the eye can see: the power of God, which surpasses all

human understanding.

"At Your Word I will let down the nets." This is the total surrender of Peter to the Lord, the moment
where he allowed God to work in his life. It was the same boat, the same nets, the same crew, the same
waters. But this time the yield was different, because the Lord was present in the boat, and Peter humbly
surrendered all he knew and trusted in His word. Lo, the great miracle. The catch was so great that the
nets began to break and the haul began to sink their boats! Peter fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Depart
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” Christ did not depart. Instead, He called Peter to something

greater, and Peter left everything to follow Him.

So when we find ourselves feeling like Peter, weary and empty-handed, let us ask whether we have invit-
ed the Lord into our boat and whether we are listening to his word. Let us invite the Lord to be with us
with every task we tackle and in every situation we find ourselves in. In this way, even the most ordinary

daily labor can become the place of His abundance. Amen.

SCHEDULE OF HOLY SERVICES SEPT 27TH - Oct 4TH
ITPOI'PAMMA IEPQN AKOAOYOIQN 27 XEIIT-4 OKT

TUESDAY SEPT 29TH - SAINT KYRIAKOS OF PALESTINE — Service 8 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.
TPITH 29 XENT. — ATIOY KYPIAMKOY TOY ANAXQPHTOY - 8 m.p. — 9:30 m.p.

FRIDAY Oct.2 - PARAKLESIS SERVICE : 6p.m.
MHAPAXKEYH 2 OKT. - ITapdxinon — 6:00 p.p.

SUNDAY OCT. 4th — 2nd SUNDAY OF LUKE : Orthros 8:30 a.m - Div. Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
KYPIAKH 4 OKT. - 2H KYPIAKH TOY AOYKA Op6pog 8:30 .pu.. ®¢ia Agttovpyia 9:30 m.p.

ACTIVITIES OF THE WEEK
e Sunday 9/27 - Sunday School Agiasmos Service
e Tuesday 9/29 Greek Baking Committee (@ 10:00 am.

Wednesday 9/30 Adult Catechism @ 6:30 p.m.

STEWARDSHIP

Please be reminded that you must be current with your stewardship obligations to vote at the
June Parish Assembly Meeting. While we remain exceedingly grateful for the congrega-
tion’s generosity, we are falling behind in our projected numbers of stewards and stewardship
revenue for the year. Father Steve reminds us that to fulfill our Archdiocese Assessment, keep
our lights on, pay our staff, etc., to “search your innermost heart, please consider the annual
operating budget of the Cathedral breaks down to $3,330 per steward, or just $9.12 a day.”

DONATE USING DONATE USING
PAYPAL PARISHSOFT



