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Solicitation of the Names of the Living and the Dead it

Dearest friend and parishioner of Saint Sophia Cathedral,

On the great day of the Consecration, after completing the thrice-fold circumambulation around
Saint Sophia Cathedral, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios will lead hierarchs, priests, and the
worshipping congregation back into the Cathedral, carrying a Paten upon which will rest a reliquary
containing the Holy Relics of Saints Panteleimon, Barbara, and Kyrikos. His Eminence will then enter the
sanctuary, uncover the Paten, and place the reliquary containing the Holy Relics into a cavity, hewn in the
Cathedral’s marble Altar table. Then he will pour Holy Chrism over the Relics, which symbolizes the union
between our Lord and His Martyrs.

For in the early years of Christianity (even unto the present day), Christians were persecuted and
killed for their faith in Christ, and were forced to meet in underground burial places where they celebrated
the Eucharist on the graves of the martyred Saints. When the persecutions ended, and the Church was
allowed to exist, the tradition of celebrating the Eucharist over the graves of Martyrs continued by placing
Holy Relics in the Altar tables of consecrated churches. In this manner, we are always reminded that the
Church was built on the faith and blood of the Martyrs.

The Archbishop will then pour a wax/mastic over the Holy Relics, apply a marble lid covering,
and seal them permanently. The wax/mastic contains many sweet smelling and fragrant spices, which were
used by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus to anoint the Body of Christ for His burial. The Holy Altar
table thus represents the entombed Body of our Lord.

In Romans 6:8 we read: ‘“Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with
Him....” This is part of the epistle reading (Romans 6:3-11) that is read on the day of the Baptism of every
Orthodox Christian. Thus, to die with Christ is the calling of one’s Baptism, and the Holy Relics of
martyred saints both remind us of, and connect us to, this great truth, as well as to Christ Himself. This is
why in the Divine Liturgy we proclaim: “...with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and one another,
and all our life, unto Christ our God.” Hence, during a Consecration, which is the “baptism” of a church, we
reaffirm our own Baptism, our own dying and living with Christ.

This is why, on the day of Consecration, the Church affords us the opportunity to be “entombed”
with our Lord through the interment of the names of our loved ones, past and present, living (Church
Militant) and dead (Church Triumphant), within the hewn cavity of the Cathedral’s Altar table. You see,
within the Altar cavity, together with the reliquary containing the Holy Relics of the three martyred saints,
will be interred the names of your loved ones, both those who are alive today (Church Militant), and those
who are “dead,” i.e., ALIVE in Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the LIFE (Church Triumphant). In this
uniquely special way, you and your loved ones will be forever connected to the saints, and to Christ, Who is
“wondrous” among His saints (Small Entrance, Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom).

(over)
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Please use the attached form to submit the names of your loved ones. Please be reminded that the
tradition of the Church, both in commemoration of the “dead,” and in petition for the living, is to employ the
FIRST NAME, i.c., the BAPTISMAL NAME, only. Please do NOT submit nicknames, or names of
endearment. For example, those of us who bear the name of the Great Martyr and Trophy-Bearer, who
witnessed to Christ on April 23, 303, were baptized George, and NOT “Georgie” or “Georgaki.” And those
of us who bear the names honoring the Theotokos as the “All-Holy,” were baptized either Panagiotis or
Panagiota, and NOT “Poti” or “Pota.” This may seem obvious, but it is our constant experience, especially
during Saturdays of Souls, to be presented with lists of names strewn with “paratsouklia” (nicknames, or
names of endearment), and we are forced to change them to your loved one’s proper, BAPTISMAL NAME.

IMPORTANT: PLEASE SUBMIT THE NAMES OF BAPTIZED OR CHRISMATED
ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS, ONLY. While the Church prays for ALL, only Orthodox who have received
the Sacraments that are extensions of the Altar table may be commemorated in it. You may submit the

names of Orthodox, including family and friends, who were not, themselves, stewards of Saint Sophia
Cathedral.

Because of the specific spatial dimensions of the Altar cavity, your submitted names will be
typed on specially prepared paper, either in Greek or English, depending on the language of submission. All
names MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER than Friday, May 1. No names can be accepted after this date.

It is a tradition amongst the faithful to include a monetary gift when submitting names. Please
remember that this is a TRADITION, and is neither expected nor required. ALL NAMES submitted will be
included, whether than are accompanied by a monetary gift, or not.

For those of you who carry on this tradition, I ask you make out your check or money order, in
ANY amount that your heart calls you, to Saint Sophia Cathedral. Please remember to write “Consecration”
on the memo line. All checks are deposited in a separate Consecration account. Please do NOT send cash.

Those of you who participate in Faith Direct may wish to make your gift online. And those of
you who have never used our Faith Direct program, but wish to explore the option, may do so at
[https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroliment/LiveTransaction_frame.php?aid=19343]. Please call the
church office (202-333-4730) if you have any questions.

You may submit your names by mail, or you may deliver them in person after Sunday Liturgy,
either at the “Consecration Corner” in the church auditorium, or in the main office. Or, since this
solicitation will also be circulated online, you may submit your names electronically.

Finally, please mark your calendars and make every effort to attend both the Great and
Panegyrical Vespers of Saturday, May 9, at 4:00 PM, when His Eminence, together with concelebrating
hierarchs and clergy, will process with the Holy Relics of Saints Panteleimon, Barbara and Kyrikos into
Saint Sophia Cathedral and deposit them on the Holy Altar Table where they will remain overnight in
anticipation of the great and glorious Consecration of the next day. On Sunday, May 10, Orthros will begin
at 7:45 AM, to be immediately followed by the Service of Consecration and Divine Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom. Please plan to come early, both on Saturday evening and Sunday morning.

“Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name...” (John 17:11)
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2VYKEVIPMOOT ovoudtev Zovtov Kot Kexounuévaov

Ayomnt ¢iAn evopiticoa, 1" Anpiriov, 2015
Ayamnté @ile evopitn,

Kotd v peydin nuépa tov eykawiov, LeTd TNV OAOKANP®GCT TG TPUTANG TEPIPOPES YOP® 0td Tov kabedpikd poag Nood
g Ayiog Tov ®gov Zopiag, 0 XefacdToTog ApYLETIGKOTOG AUEPIKNG K. ANUNTplog B 0dnynoel KApo Kot Aad Tiow
otov Kabedpucd Nao, petapépovtag mve oe Eva dioKkapilo v Astyovobnkn mov Oa mepiéyel ta lepd Asiyava Tov Ayiov
wpatikod [Mavtedenuovog, g Ayiag peyaropdptopoc BapBapag, kot tov Ayiov paptvpog Knpokov tov vnmiov. O
Yefoopidtatog T0TE, €16epYOUEVOG OTO 1€PO, Ba amokaAvyel To Aylo d16KAp10, Kot Ba tomobetnoet TV Aetyavobnkn mov
mepiéyel ta. lepd Asiyava o€ puo kohotnta, Aa&evpuévn oty poppdapivn Ayio Tparela tov Naov. ‘Eneita Oa emyvoet Ayio
Mvpo tave omd o, Aetyova, Yeyovog mov oupforilel v évaon peta&d tov Kvpiov pog kot tov Maptdpov tov.

ATO T0. TPAOTO XPOVIN TOV XPIGTIOVICHOV (Kot SUGTUYMS OKOUN Kol oNHeEPa), XPl1oTLOVOol SIOKOVTOV Kol GKOTMVOVTIOV Y10
™V wioTn ToVg 6ToV XP1oTd, AvayKalOHEVOL VO KATAPEDYOVV GE VITOYELOVE YDPOVG EVIAPLOGHOD, OOV TEAOVGOV TNV Otin
Evyapiotia otoug tdpovg tov Ayiov Maptopov. Otav ot diwypol teleimoay, Kot enetpdnn o Beoudg g Exkinoiog, n
TPOKTIKN TOL €0pTAGHOV TG Oelag Evyapiotiog endvm amd Toug tdpovg Tav Maptopwv, cuveyicTnKe e TV Tomobétnon
lepdv Asnydvaov ota 1epd BucLOGTIPLN TOV EYKOVIOGUEVOY EKKANGLOV. Mg anTtdv ToV TpOmo, Hag vrevivuiletol 6tin
eKKANoio ¥ TioTnKe TAV®D 6TV TOTN Kot T aipo Tov Maptopmv .

21 ovvéyela g akolovbiog, o Apylemickonog Ba entyvoet Eva pelypo amo kabopod kepl Kol LOGTiY0, TNV KNPOUAGTIYN,
mve and ta lepd Astyova, pappolovtag T€Aog, £va LopIAPIVo KATAKL Tov Bo c@payicel optoTikd Ta Ashyava HEGo 6To
1epd Buotactiplo. H knpopootiyn mepi€yel moArd €b0oUa LUPMOIKE, Ta 0TTOi0 ¥PNOYLOTOONKAY KOTA TNV LOP®GT TOV
oOMOTOG TOV XP1oTov TPV amd TV Toen Tov and tov loone g Apyabaiog kot tov Nukodnpo. ‘Etot dowtov, n Ayia
Tpdanela avimposmnevel T0 eviaPlacpuévo copa tov Kupiov pag.

Yty mpog Popaiovg Eniotoly dwofalovpe: «[...] i 8¢ dmedavopey ovov Xpiot®, miotevopey &1t Koi cu{NGOoUEY DTN,
Av16 givar éva amdoTacpa Tov ATostodikod Avayvaouatog (Pop. ¢° 3-11) mov dwapaletar tnv nuépa g Bantiong kabe
0pB0d6Eov XproTiavo. Zuvendg to drebavouev odv Xpiotd, sivor 10 kdAespo uécm tov Banticpatog kabe OpBoddEov
Xprotiavod kot padi pe ta Ilepd Astyova tov ayiov Hoptopmv amotelobv apedtepa vaevivpion ovtng ™G LEYIANG
aAnBelog kot pog cuvoovy pe avtiy Kabmg kat pe tov Id10 Tov Xpioto. I'avtd dAlwote Kot otn Ocia Agttovpyio
eKQoveital amo tov 1Epéa «[...] Eavtovg Kol aAARAovg Kol ooy v {onv NUAV Xp1otd 1@ Ocd napaddpeday. Qg ek
TOVTOV, KOTO TOV EYKUVIOGHO, TOV £lval OVCUOTIKA TO PAmTicpa piog eKkANciag, eravapefotdvoupe To dikd Hog
Bantiopa, 1o d1K6 pog drebavouey Kol oolnoousv Xpiotd.

Tnv nuépa Aoutdv tov eykaviov, n Exkinoia pog divel v gukaipio vo cuvtagovue pe tov Kopio pag, pésa and tov
KEVTOPLOGUO» TV OVOUATOV TV OYOTNUEVOV LG TPOCHTMOV, TOV TAPEABOVTOG Kol Tov Tapovtog, Zaviov (Exkincia
Ytpatevopévn) kot Kexonpévov (Exkinoio @plappedovoa), evidg e Aa&evpévn kotkottog e Ayiag Tpdrelog Tov
Kabedpkov pag Naov. BAénete, péca oty kothotnta T0u ayiov Buciactnpiov, pall pe tn Aetyoavodnkn mov TepLEYEL Ta
lepd Agiyava Tov Tpdv ayiov paptipov, B «EvTaelooTohv) Kot T OVOLOTH TOV AYUTNUEVOV GOG, TOGO VTMV TOV
Bpiokovtal otn {®N oNUEPO KOl OTOTEALOVV TNV GTPATEVOUEVT] EKKANGIN, OGO Kol EKEIVAOV OV EIVOL «KVEKPOD»

omAaodn {avreg év Xpiot®d, mov onuaivel Lovtavol yia tnv 086, v AMBeia, Kot T Zon otedeymvovtag Ty Opapfevovoa
ekkAnoio. Méow avtov Tov povadikoy Kot 131aitepov TPOTOV, £GELG Kol Ta. ayamnéva oag Tpdowna Ba elote TavTa
GLVOESENEVOL e TOVG arylovg Kol Tov Xp1oTd, Tov &v Aylois Qovuaotov («Zdoov fudg, Yie Ocod, 6 év Ayioig Bavuaotog,
wallovtag ool AAdniovdioy. E@OUvio avTipovev Katd 10 Tpdto HEpog g Osiag Agttovpyiog tov Ayiov Iodvvov Tov
XpvoooTdLoY).
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[MTopoKaAOVLE YPTCILOTOOTE TO GUVIUUEVO EVTVTO Y10, VO VTOPAALETE TOL OVOLOTO TOV AYOTTUEVOV GOG. 20G
vrevOupilovpe 0TL oty mopddoon g ExkAnoiag pag, 1060 6Ty eXUvOGUVT avoQOopd KEKOIUNIEV®Y, OGO KOl GTNV
enikAnon Oeiag Tpdvolag yio Tovg Lovtavovg, ¥p1oLOTOLEITOL TO TPMOTO VoL, SnAadn T0 PATTIOTIKO, HOVO.
[MopokareicOe vo unv vToPALETE YELOOVLLLE, VITOKOPIOTIKA 1| TopmvOpLo. o Topddetypa, 6601 omd gl PEPOVY TO
ovopa tov Meyoioudptopog kot Tpomatopdpov, o omoiog poptopnoe, otic 23 Anpidiov 1o 303p.X., BartiotnKay
Tempyroc, ko 6yt Nwpyoc, Nwpydrng 1 TCoptlng. Ocot b amd gndg eépovv dvopa Tpdc TNV TG OE0TOKOL (G
«ITavayiagy, pagtiotkay gite [Tavayidge N Hoavayidto, kot oy [1ot, [Tota  Fwta. Avtd propel va goivetan
OLTOVONTO, OALA Elval SLGTLYMG KL TAKTIKN EUTELPiQ, €101KA KaTd To PuyosapPata, katd Ta omoia pog vrofdiiovtal
KOTAAOYOl OVOUATMV LE KTOPUTGOVKAL, YEYOVOS TOV LLOG VITOYPEDMVEL VOL ETAVOPEPOVLE GO LVILNG KATA TNV EKOAOVION
70 0pB0, PATIOTIKO OVOLLN TOV EKAGTOTE AYOTNUEVOD GOG TPOGHTOV.

IMMPOXOXH: ITAPAKAAOYME NA YITOBAAAETE TA ONOMATA BAIITIEMENQN 'H XPIEMENQN
OPB®OAOEQN XPIETIANQN, MONO. Evd 1 Exkinoia tpocevyetot yio 6Aovg, povov OpBddo&ot mov Exovv AdPet pépog
oto Muotipla g, To onoia givatl mpoéktaon g Aviag Tpanelag, pmopovv va pvnuovevbovv oe awtiv. Mropeite
vrofdAiete ta ovopato T@v OpBodowmv, cuUTEPIAAUPAVOUEV®Y GUYYEVAOV KOl GIA®V, 01 0TToiol OV Tav N €lval, LEAN TNG
Aylag Zogia.

AOY® TOV GUYEKPIUUEVAOV JOGTAGE®V TG KOIAATNTAG TOV 1£pov Bucilactnpiov, Ta vtofailoueva ovopata cog, Oa
S0KTLAOYPAPNOOVV GE E101KA, TPOTVTTOL JACTAGEWV XOPTL, EITE GTNV EAANVIKY €ITE TNV AYYAIKY] YADGGO, OVAAOYQ LLE TN
YAOGGO TOL YpnoomomOnke Koto TV vrofoin. Ol ta ovopata mpénel va vtofAnBovV 10 apydTEPO PEYXPL TV
Mopaockevn, 1 Maiov 2015. Ovopata petd tnv nuepounvia avtr égv Ba yivouv dektd.

Eifioton va cuvodedetal ypnpotikd 1oco katd trv vrofoin ovopdtov. Hapakoio Bvundeite 6Tt avtod givan pia wapddoon,
Kot 00Te avapévetan ovte amarteitatl. Ola ta ovopoto mov Bo voPfAnbovv Ba cuprepinEbodv otov eviaplooud. Eite
ouvodehovtal amd YPNUATIKO TG0, £iTE Oyl

Ocot and eodg suveyilovv avtd 1o €00¢, cag Nt va ypayete tnv emtayn 1 to EUPacud oag, Yo 0o 1066 EMOVUEL N
Kapdld cog, Tpog v Ayia Xooeia. [Tapakoiom Bupnbeite va ypayete Eykaivio otnv ypoppn tov tapatnprioems. Oleg ot
EMTOYEG Yo TO EYKaivia pag, katatiBevton og Eeywplotd Aoyaplacud. [TapakaAovpe unv oTEAVETE LETPNTAL.

Oocot ovppetéyovv oto Faith Direct® pmopobdv €dv to emiBupovv va kdvovyv nAekTpovikdc. Ocot amd £54¢ dgv £ovv
xpnoonooet moté 1o tpdypappo Faith Direct®, aAld embBopodv va eEgpevviioouy avTiV TNV ETIA0YY, LITOPOVY VO
TANpoeopnBolv oty niektpoviky dievbuven www.faithdirect.net. ['o tepotépm TAnpoeopies, pmopeite va kaleite v
ypoppateio Tov 1€pov pog vaov (202-333-4730).

Mrmopeite eniong vo vroPdAete To ovoLaTE GO LEG® TayLIpoLEiov, | UTOPEITE Vo TO TOPAdMGETE 1d10YElpws TV Kuplaxy
petd v Ocia Aertovpyia, gite ot «I"ovid tov Eykawviov» (Consecration Corner) mwov Bpicketal oty Kevipikn aifovca
ouvaéewv gite ot ypappoteio. Eriong, n npoéckinon avt Oa dwatibeton Kot oty 16t0ceAida pog, émov Ba propeite va
VTOPAAETE TO. OVOLLOTA GOG NAEKTPOVIKAOG.

Ev kataxAeidl, mopakaloOLE Vo GNUEIMCETE GTA UEPOLOYIA Gag Kot va KoTafdrAete kdBe duvarr Tpoomdbei yio v
mapoakolovdnoete 160 tov Méya [avnyvpikd Ecmepvo tov Zappdatov g 9 Maiov otig 4:00p. 1., 6Tav o Zefacdtarog,
pali pe cvAdertovpyolg 1Epapyeg Kal KANpLkovg, Tpomopevdpevos Bo evarobécel To Iepd Astyova tov Ayimv Maptipov,
[MavteAenpovog, BapBapag kot Knpokov otnv Ayia Tpdanela tov Kabedpikov pag Naov 6mov kot Oa mwapapeivovv 6An
viyTo, OVOLEVOVTOG TNV LeyaAnV kot £vdoén axorovbia tov eykawviov kot v Otio Agttovpyio tov Ayiov lodvvov tov
Xpvoootdpov mov Ba Adfovv pépog v emduevn nuépa. Tnv Kvpaxn 10 Maiov, o OpBpog Ba apyiocet otig 7.45 .. ko
apécmg petd Bo axolovdnoel  Ocia Asttovpyio Tov Ayiov Iodvvou tov Xpvocootopov. [apakarovue vo tpocEldete
vopic, 10600 10 ZaPParto 1o Ppddv 60 kar v Kuplaxn to mpwi.

«Ilazep dyie, tpnoov avtovg év 1@ ovouoti cov...» (lwav. 1{°, 11)

‘Ev Kvpi®, edyvouovec

/ e o e € ’
~+ s A}fﬁ i

AW. Tpwrt. Zépyrog Zoploc, [Ipoiotapevog
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